ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF HILLS, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS
PERTAINING TO WATER SERVICE AND FEES

Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Hills, lowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION REPLACED. Section 90.07 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, Towa, is hereby repealed, and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

90.07 FEE FOR PERMIT. Before any permit is issued the person who makes the application
shall pay to the Clerk an amount set by resolution of the City Couneil to cover the cost of issuing
the permit and supervising, regulating, and inspecting the work.

SECTION 2. SECTION REPLACED. Section 90.15 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, Towa, is hereby repealed, and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

90.15 CURB VALVE. There shall be installed within the public right-of-way, or within a
perpetual easement granted to the City, a main shut-off valve on the water service pipe of a design
approved by the Superintendent. The shut-off valve shall be constructed so as to be visible and set
even with the pavement or ground surface. The curb valve shall be considered part of the water
service pipe, and responsibility for its installation, maintenance, repair, and replacement shall be
as provided in Section 90.13 of this chapter.

SECTION 3. SECTION AMENDED. Section 90.22 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, lowa, is hereby amended by adding the following at the end of the current Section:

10. Failure to set up a service account, provide all required information, and pay all
necessary fees and deposits within seven (7) calendar days of service onset.

SECTION 4. SECTION REPLACED. Section 91.06 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, Jowa, is hereby repealed, and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

91.06 METER COSTS. The full cost of any water meter shall be paid to the City by the property
owner prior to installation, The property owner shall be responsible for the installation of the water
meter by a licensed plumber in accordance with specifications approved by the City. Water service
shall be deemed activated, and billing shall commence, on the date the water meter is acquired
from the City, regardless of the date of installation or actual use.

SECTION 5. SECTION REPLACED. Section 91.07 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, lowa, is hereby repealed, and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

91.07 METER REPAIRS. All water meter repairs and replacements shall be paid for by the
property ownet. The City may perform or require such repairs or replacements in accordance with



its standards.

SECTION 6. SECTION DELETED. Section 91.09 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, [owa, is hereby deleted.

SECTION 7. SECTION RENUMBERED. Section 91.10 of the Code of Ordinances, City
of Hills, lowa, is hereby renumbered as Section 91 09.

SECTION 8. SECTION RENUMBERED. Section 91.11 of the Code of Ordinances, City
of Hills, Towa, is hereby renumbered as Section 91.10.

SECTION 9. SECTION REPLACED. Section 92.09 of the Code of Ordinances, City of
Hills, Iowa, is hereby repealed, and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

92.09 CUSTOMER DEPOSITS AND BILLING ADDRESSES.

1. There shall be required from every customer a deposit intended to guarantee the payment
of bills for service in an amount equivalent to three months’ minimum charges at the time
of the deposit for combined water and sewer services, unless the City Council sets a lower
amount by resolution.

3 Tn the case of a new meter, such deposit shall be paid prior to the meter being issued by
the City. In the case of a previously installed meter, such deposit shall be paid as a condition
of service. Payment must be made within seven (7) calendar days of onset of service or
water service will be refused without further notice. At the time of payment of the deposit,
the customer shall provide to the City the mailing address where the City may send
combined service account bills. No service shall be provided until a billing address has
been provided.

3. For customers who are the owners of the premises served, the deposit shall be refunded
upon twelve (12) consecutive months of timely payments in full on the combined account.

4. For customers who are not the owners of the premises served, the deposit shall be applied
to the final bill due upon vacating the premises, with any remainder refunded to the
customer.

5 Tn the event of a transfer of the account to a residence not owned by the customer, the
deposit shall be transferred in full to the new account. In the event of a transfer of the
account to an owner-occupied residence, the refund shall occur according to subsection 3
above. ‘

6. In order for the customer to receive a deposit refund, the customer must contact the City
Clerk’s Office to terminate their service account and provide a forwarding address. Deposit
refunds shall not be processed without a forwarding address.



SECTION 10. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision or part of this
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision, ot part thereof not adjudicated
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 11. WHEN EFFECTIVE. Upon its final passage, approval and publication as
provided by law, this ordinance shall be in effect from and after July 1, 2026.
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ATTEST:

Qoouze Sedlopa

ADRIANE SEDIACEK,
CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK

I certify that the forgoing was published in accordance with the laws and ordinances of the
maWHIS the [5“‘ day of YN, . 2026.
ADRIANE SEDLACEK,
CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK




