
Hills City Council Meeting 
January 23, 2017 

7:00 PM 
Hills Fire Station Meeting Room 

 
The Hills City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Tim Kemp at 7:01 p.m. on Monday, January 23, 2017 

at the Hills Fire Station Meeting Room. 
Council members present were: Merle Hill, Thom Kirkpatrick, Steve Harris, Bruce Endris, and Cathy Knebel.  

Absent:  None.  Also present:  Cathy Fitzmaurice-Hill, City Administrator, Ron Wolfe, Public Works, Erek Sittig, City 
Attorney, Steve Troyer, Fox Engineering, and Matt Pantel, Asst. Fire Chief. 

Consent Agenda: A Motion was made by Knebel and seconded by Endris to approve the consent agenda 
including agenda items, minutes from the Work Session of January 18, 2017 and the Meeting of January 9, 2017, 
Scheduled list of claims, and receipts from January 6, 2017 thru January 20, 2017. 

Public Comment:  None. 
  Businesss: 
Steve Troyer was present to discuss the upcoming schedule for the Wastewater Improvement Project.  The 

contract must be awarded by May 1.  He suggested sending it out for bids in February, with opening set for March 22, 
2017 and awarding contract at Council meeting set for March 27, 2017.  The project would start in May with a completion 
date of August 2018.  He anticipates the cost estimate will remain at 3,000,000 for the project.  He also gave information 
on the Washington Lift station improvements to be completed with the project.  A ventilation unit will need to be added to 
the lift station and is quite a large unit.  It is expected to sit to the south side of the building.  Other options were discussed 
but the Council felt this unit would meet the City needs best. 

A motion was made by Endris and seconded by Hill to set a Public Hearing for February 13, 2017 to approve the 
bid plans and specs for the Wastewater Improvement Plan. Ayes: 5.  Motion carried 

The Council reviewed the proposed FY18 Budget.  No additions or corrections were made. A Motion was made 
by Knebel and seconded by Kirkpatrick to set the Public Hearing for the FY Budget at 7:00 p.m. on February 27, 2017.  
Ayes: 5.  Motion carried. 

The Council reviewed the proposed changes to the Hills Volunteer Fire Department Stipend Policy.  As requested 
the policy has been updated to clarify the 25% eligibility requirement can be met either in responding to fire calls or EMS 
calls.  It was also added that members that do not meet the 25% eligibility requirement but attend meetings and training in 
order to maintain certifications would receive $50.  The policy has been reviewed and approved by the Hills Fire 
Association.  A Motion was made by Kirkpatrick and seconded by Endris to approve the updated policy.  Ayes: 4.  
Abstain: Harris.  Motion carried. 

Reports: 
 Attorney:  No report. 
 Fire Chief:  Matt reported that new officers were elected at the December meeting. There are now five Captains: 
Steve Harris, Andy Neuzil, Anthony Jones, Michael Malmberg and Sam Dull. A representative from Pierce met with Jason 
and Matt to discuss options for a new truck.  It is anticipated that info will be provided before the next council meeting.  
 Maintenance: Ron contacted Johnson County Secondary Roads in regard to snow/ice removal.  They do not use 
salt brine on roads, use only salt/sand mix.   
 Sewer:  The Wastewater improvement project provides for 3 bypasses.  Bruce reported that this will need an 
electric pump which has not been provided for in project.  City Administrator will contact Fox to add. 
 Water:  Report provided in packet. 
 Administrator: No additional report. 
 Mayor:  No report 
 
A Motion was made by Harris and seconded by Endris to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m.  Ayes: 5.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
________________________________              Attest: ____________________________________ 
Tim Kemp, Mayor                      Cathy Fitzmaurice-Hill, City Administrator 


