//\ CITY OF
a
S ' H | lls Bird-Friendly Yard Application
Intent to Apply

Date:

Project Address:

Applicant Name/Owner Name:

Email: Phone:

Proposed Tree(s) and/or Shrub(s) Placement:

What tree(s), shrub(s), and amendments will you be using?

Continued on the back side



By signing this application, | agree to the guidelines outlined in the Policy Plan. | also agree to allow City
of Hills staff, upon notice, to enter my property and take photographs of the tree(s) and shrub(s) for
promotion on the City website and social media page.

Name Printed:

Signature:

Date:

Staff Only Received By: Date:
Purchase Receipts Received By: Date:

Attach copies of receipts to application




Intent:

CITY OF HILLS

HILLS BIRD-FRIENDLY YARD REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM POLICY

The City of Hills has established a program that will reward residents who install bird-friendly

trees and/or shrubs on their properties. These trees and shrubs will attract lowa-native birds to

our community and help conserve and sustain their populations.

Policy Items:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

8)
9)

All applicants must submit an INTENT TO APPLY APPLICATION to the Hills City Office by
September 30, 2026, to participate in the Bird-Friendly Yard Program.
Applicants must reside in the Hills City limits and tree(s) and/or shrub(s) must be
installed within the Hills City limits.
One application to the Bird-Friendly Yard Reimbursement Program per household is
permitted. Hills Elected Officials and City Staff are not eligible to apply.
The proposed placement and tree(s)/shrub(s) species selection must be included with
the application.
Applications will be available at the City Office and on the City of Hills website
(https://hills-ia.org/) on September 1, 2026, and will be accepted through September 30,
2026.
Applicants will be reimbursed for the following purchases ONLY:

a. lowa-native trees or shrubs that attract lowa-native birds. A complete list of

acceptable species will be provided to the applicants.
b. Soil amendments are also acceptable if they are purchased on the same receipt
with tree(s) and/or shrub(s). Amendments include compost and/or mulch.

Once items are purchased, the applicant shall submit all receipts (or copies of receipts)
and plant tags (or copies of plant tags) to the City Office on or before October 14, 2026,
for reimbursement to be considered. Copies can be made using the City copier, but
plant tags must be clean.
Receipts must be dated between September 1, 2026, and October 14, 2026.
A maximum of $1000.00 is allocated to the Program. Bird-Friendly Yard
reimbursements will be awarded to the first applicants who have submitted
acceptable purchase receipts on or before October 14, 2026, in an amount not to
exceed $100.00 until funds are no longer available.

10) All reimbursements must be approved by the Hills City Council before reimbursement

checks are distributed to the applicant.


https://hills-ia.org/

BIRD-FRIENDLY YARD TREES AND SHRUBS

TREES

Black cherry (Prunus serotina)
Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
White Oak (Quercus alba)
White Pine (Pinus strobus)

SHRUBS (Some of these could also be small trees.)
American (or “wild”) plum (Prunus americana)
Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum)

Black haw (Viburnum prunifolium)

Chokeberry (Aronia spp.)

Common Chokecherry (Prunus virginia)

Crabapple (Malus spp.)

Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)

Elderberry (Sambucus spp.)

Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa)

Hazelnut (or “American Hazelnut”) (Corylus americana)
Highbush cranberry (or “American cranberrybush viburnum”) (Viburnum trilobum)
Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago)

Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius)

Red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea)

Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.)

Silky dogwood (Cornus amomum)

Viburnums (Viburnum spp.)



