
       

Butterfly Garden Application 
Intent to Apply 

 
  

Date: ______________ 

Project Address: _______________________________________________________________________
  
 

 

Applicant Name/Owner Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

 

Proposed Garden Design (include dimensions):         

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What seeds, plants and amendments will you be using? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Continued on the back side 



 
By signing this application, I agree to the guidelines outlined in the Policy Plan.  I also agree to allow City 
of Hills staff, upon notice, to enter my property and take photographs of the completed garden for 
promotion on the City Website and social media page.  
 
 
 
Name Printed: ____________________________________     
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________ 
 
Date: _________________ 
 

 

 Staff Only     Received By: ________________________                                     Date: __________________ 

Purchase Receipts Received By: _____________________                                  Date: __________________ 

Attach copies of receipts to application  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF HILLS 
HILLS BUTTERFLY GARDEN REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM POLICY  

Intent: 

The City of Hills has established a program that will reward residents who install pollinator 

gardens on their properties. These gardens will attract butterflies and other important 

pollinators to our community and help conserve and sustain their populations. 

Policy Items: 

1) All applicants must submit an INTENT TO APPLY APPLICATION to the Hills City Office by 

June 1, 2026, in order to participate in the Butterfly Garden Program.  

2) Applicants must reside in the Hills City limits and gardens must be installed within the 

Hills City limits. 

3) One application to the Butterfly Garden Reimbursement Program per household is 

permitted. Hills Elected Officials and City Staff are not eligible to apply.  

4) The proposed garden design and plant species selection must be included with the 

application. 

5) Acceptable gardens include: in-ground gardens, raised beds, or container gardens. 

6) Applications will be available at the City Office and on the City of Hills website 

(https://hills-ia.org/) on May 1, 2026 and will be accepted through June 1, 2026. 

7) Applicants will be reimbursed for the following purchases ONLY:  

a. Iowa-native plants, seeds, or shrubs that attract butterflies and other 

pollinators.  A complete list of acceptable species will be provided to the 

applicants.  

b. Soil amendments are also acceptable as long as they are purchased on the same 

receipt with plants and/or seeds. Amendments include soil, compost and/or 

mulch. 

8) Once items are purchased, the applicant shall submit all receipts (or copies of receipts) 

and plant tags (or copies of plant tags) to the City Office on or before June 16, 2025, for 

reimbursement to be considered. Copies can be made using the City copier, but plant 

tags must be clean. 

9) Receipts must include items purchased to create a new butterfly/pollinator garden or 

expand an existing garden, and must be dated between May 1, 2025, and June 2, 2025. 

10) A maximum of $1000.00 is allocated to the Program. Butterfly garden reimbursements 

will be awarded to the first applicants who have submitted acceptable purchase 

receipts on or before June 15, 2026, in an amount not to exceed $100.00 until funds 

are no longer available. 

11) All reimbursements must be approved by the Hills City Council before reimbursement 

checks are distributed to the applicant. 

https://hills-ia.org/


Additional Information:  
1) When selecting plants, choose from a variety of species that bloom throughout the growing season.  

2) A successful garden site should receive at least 6-8 hours of direct sunlight. 

3) Please avoid the use of pesticides and herbicides in and around the garden. If you feel that you must 

control pests, start with hand-picking or squishing the offenders, and make the area attractive to pest 

predators (ladybugs, lacewings, birds). To keep weeds under control, maintain a layer of mulch and 

pull weeds regularly.  

  



BUTTERFLY AND POLLINATOR PLANTS 
 

PLANTS 
Anise Hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) 

Aster, Frost (Symphyotrichum pilosus) 

Aster, New England (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae) 

Aster, Smooth Blue (Symphyotrichum laevus) 

Beardtongue, Large-Flowered (Penstemon grandiflorus) 

Bee Balm (Monarda fistulosa) (also known as Wild Bergamot or Horsemint) 

Bee Balm, Scarlet (Monarda didyma) 

Bee Balm, Spotted (Monarda punctata) 

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida) (also known as Orange Coneflower) 

Black-eyed Susan, Common (Rudbeckia hirta) 

Black-eyed Susan, Smooth (Rudbeckia lacinata) 

Blazing Star, Button (Liatris pycnostachya) 

Blazing Star, Meadow (Liatris ligulistylis) 

Blazing Star, Rough (Liatris aspera) 

Blue Sage (Salvia azurea) 

Bottle Gentian (Gentiana andrewsii) 

Compass Plant (Silphium lacinatum) 

Coneflower, Pale Purple (Echinacea pallida) 

Coneflower, Purple (Echinacea purpurea) 

False Indigo, Blue (Baptisia australis) 

False Indigo, Cream Wild (Baptisia bracteata) 

False Indigo, Wild White (Baptisia alba) 

False Nettle (Boehmeria cylindrica) 

Fleabane, Daisy (Erigeron strigosus) (also known as Prairie Fleabane) 

Fleabane, Philadelphia (Erigeron philadelphicus) 

Globe Thistle (Echinops spp.) 

Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea) 

Goldenrod, Rigid (Solidago rigida) 

Goldenrod, Showy (Solidago speciosa) 

Great Blue Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica) 

Hoary Puccoon (Lithospermum canescens) 

Ironweed (Vernonia fasciculate) 

Joe-Pye Weed, Sweet (Eutrochium purpureum) (also known as Purple Joe-Pye Weed) 

Joe-Pye Weed, Spotted (Eupatorium maculatum) 

Mallow, Common (Malva sylvestris) 



Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) 

Milkweed, Common (Ascelepias siriaca) 

Milkweed, Swamp (Ascelepias incarnata) 

Milkweed, Whorled (Ascelepias verticillata) 

Milkweed, Butterfly Weed (Ascelepias tuberosa) 

Mint, Mountain (Pycnanthemum pilosum) 

Mint, Common Mountain (Pycanthemum virginianum) (also known as Virginia Mountain Mint) 

Purpletop Tridens (Tridens flavus) 

Prairie Onion (Allium stellatum) 

Prairie Phlox (Phlox pilosa) 

Purple Prairie Clover (Dalea purpurea or Petalostemum purpureum) 

Prairie Smoke (Geum triflorum) 

Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium) 

Showy Sunflowers (Helianthus laetiflorus) 

Thistle, Field (Cirsium discolor) 

Thistle, Tall (Cirsium altissimum) 

Vervain, Blue (Verbena hastata) 

Vervain, Hoary (Verbena stricta) 

Violet, Bird’s Foot (Viola pedata) 

Violet, Prairie (Viola pedatifida) 

Wild Garlic (Allium canadense) 

 

SHRUBS 

Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) 

Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 

Elderberry (Sambucus spp.) 

Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa) 

Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatica) 

Hazelnut (or “American Hazelnut”) (Corylus americana) 

Highbush cranberry (or “American cranberrybush viburnum”) (Viburnum trilobum) 

Lead Plant (Amorpha canescens) 

Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) 

New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus) 

Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius) 

Red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea) 

Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) 

Silky dogwood (Cornus amomum) 

Wild Rose (Rosa blanda or Rosa arkansana) 



 

NON-NATIVE ANNUALS 

Cosmos Lantana Marigolds Salvia* Zinnias 

*Some salvias are perennials in Iowa; those are good, too. 
 


