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Musings from the Mayor...

| recently got to see AJ Croce play some of his
music at the Englert Theater in lowa City. His tour
was billed as the Croce Plays Croce Tour and he
did play some of his father Jim's classics. They
included Bad, Bad Leroy Brown, Operator, and
Time in a Bottle to name a few. It was a good
concert with good music.

Time in a Botfle made me think about where |
was when it came out and all that has transpired
since then. | got to thinking how 2025 is coming to
a close. The first quarter of this century is about to
end. It seems like a good time to take stock of
where we are after the last 25 years.

Our population in 2000 was 671 and is now
listed at ?11. That's about a 35% increase in
population. The last time growth was that rapid in
Hills was from 1950-1970 when the town grew from
248 to over 500. We all know that Hills is a great
place to live and raise a family, sometimes it just
takes a little time for word to get around.

A lot has happened to Hills in the last 25 years
besides just the population growth. In 2006 we
celebrated Hills" 100" anniversary of being
incorporated. My daughter graduated from West
that year and when her friends asked what she
was doing for a graduation party, she told them
we were having a street dance, fireworks, and a
carnival. She failed to mention it was Hills
Centennial Celebration.

Along with a tremendous growth in population
and housing, we have seen an increase in new
businesses setting up in Hills. Well over 30 new
businesses have been added to Hills in the last 25
years, with most of them coming in the last ten
years.

We have seen improvements to our firefighting
capabilities with the purchase of several new
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trucks and equipment, done mainly through
funding from donations, grants, Trustees, and the
City of Hills. The citywide water system has also
helped firefighting capabilities with the installation
of fire hydrants throughout the city.

We have upgraded our lagoons and
resurfaced many city streets. We have added new
parks, a splash pad, pickleball courts, a band shell,
new lights at the ballpark, and new playground
equipment, too.

A lot has happened in Hills in the last 25 years.
Other than losing our elementary school, | would
say most of it has been very positive. That’s not
bad for 25 years, a great deal of growth while sill
holding true to our idea of Hills being a great place
to live and raise a family. A community of
amenities for people of all ages, a summer concert
series, and still known for our fantastic Fourth of July
celebration including the fireworks and parade.
Let’s hope the next 25 years see more great things
for Hills.

By Tim Kemp

Community Calendar
HCC: Hills Community Center - 110 E Main Street

November

11/2 Daylight Saving Time Ends 2am
11/3 Our Village 3pm — Atrium Village
Conference Room
11/4 Eleclion Day 7am-8pm - HCC
11/10 City Council Meeting 7pm — HCC
11/11 City Office Closed - Veterans’ Day
11/11 Veterans’ Day Program 10am — Afrium
Village
11/12 Planning & Zoning Board Meeting 6pm —
HCC
11/12 Game Night 6pm-8pm — Sharon Center
UMC Fellowship Hall
continued page 2
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Community Calendar continued...
HCC: Hills Community Center - 110 E Main Street

November

11/12 Yoga in the Community Center 7pm-8pm —

HCC

11/14 Hills Town and Country Meeting épm — HCC

11/16 Open Burning Ends 7pm (or Dusk)

11/17 Women's Salad Supper 6pm — Sharon
Center UMC

11/20 Utility Bill Payment Due

11/24 City Council Meeting 7pm - HCC

11/26 Water Meter Read

11/27 - 11/28 City Office Closed — Thanksgiving
December

12/1 Our Villoge 3pm — Atrium Villoge
Conference Room

Yoga in the Community Center 7pm-8pm —
HCC

November and December Residents’
Birthday Party 10:30am — Atrium Village
City Council Meeting 7pm - HCC
Planning & Zoning Board Meeting épm —
HCC

Game Night 6pm-8pm — Sharon Center
UMC Fellowship Hall

Hills Town and Country Meeting 6pm — HCC
Great Bluegrass Herons and Friends
Christmas Concert Time TBD — Sharon
Center UMC

Resident Christmas Party 10am — Atrium
Village

12/20 Utility Bill Payment Due

12/22 City Council Meeting 7pm — HCC

12/24 - 12/25 City Office Closed — Christmas
12/31 Water Meter Read

12/31 City Office Closes Noon — New Year's Eve

January
1/1 City Office Closed — New Year's Day

12/3
12/5

12/8
12/10

12/10
12/13
12/14

12/18

Notice

Minimal spot-spraying of weeds on City
properties using over-the-counter herbicides may
occur.

General Election

Tuesday, November 4, 2025
7:00 am - 8:00 pm
Hills Community Center
110 E Main St

In the upcoming city and school election, the
office of mayor and two of the five council
member seats are up for election. The mayor will
serve a two-year term, and council members a
four-year term, beginning January 2, 2026.

Mayor Tim Kemp and council member Emily
Hudachek are running for reelection. Having
served as the city administrator and completed
two stints as a council member, Teresa Volk has
opted to retire from public service. No other
individuals completed paperwork prior to the
deadline; therefore, Kemp and Hudachek will be
the only names to appear on the ballot.

Write-In Voting

This means that at least one opening may be
filled via a write-in candidate. Some things to know
about write-in voting:

e You may write in anyone who meets voter
eligibility requirements and is a resident of Hills —
including yourself.

e You don't need to write in a person’s full legal
name, and slight misspellings are not an issue if
it's clear who you're voting for, i.e., “Pete
Olsen” would be accepted for “Peter J Olson”.

e In addition to writing in a person’s name on the
ballot, you must fill in the oval beside it, or your
vote won't count.

e A winning write-in candidate is not required to
accept the office.

If you have any questions about voting, ask the
crew working the election. They will be more than
happy to answer your questions.

ITowa City Community School District Board

Ruthina Malone and Jayne Finch, who both
voted to close our elementary school, are running
for reelection. Shawn Eyestone is not, therefore
there are three seats to be filled. There are three
challengers running: Jennifer Horn-Frasier, David
Noerper, and Dan Stevenson.
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Meet Your Candidates
Sfor Hills City Council

Two individuals that identified themselves as
write-in candidates for the office of council
member and incumbent Emily Hudachek provided
us a bit of information about themselves and their
goals. Responses are condensed. To see the full
text, go to https://hills-ia.org/ and click on the PDF
document “Meet Your Candidates”.

Andrew “Andy” Blauvelt — Write-In Candidate

| am married to Kim Widmer; we have six
children and three granddaughters. | am retired
from the Army and have owned Bluefield Painting
& Construction since 1994. Currently semi-retired, |
had 26 employees, so | have managed many
different situations dealing with people, from
soldiers as a platoon sergeant to employees as an
employer.

I moved to Hills because we love the small town
feel but also the convenience of being close to
lowa City; my wife is a nurse in lowa City. She
moved here in 2015, and | moved here in 2022. We
love Hills and feel it's a great place to live and
raise a family.

I would like to serve the community like | did our
country. Helping people with issues as they come
up and improving the infrastructure. | want to be
part of the community and help continue making
it a place where people love to be. | am not afraid
of dealing with hard issues and want to be a voice
for our community to be heard.

Sue Henderson — Write-In Candidate

My name is Sue Henderson. | am writing to
briefly introduce myself to those | have not yet met
and to announce my write-in candidacy for a seat
on the city council for the town of Hills.

I have lived and worked in Johnson County my
entire adult life. | am currently retired and work on
a part-time basis at Xfream Arena. Although | have
been around Hills for many years because of both
my former employment with Johnson County and
social circles, | moved to Hills with my husband
about five years ago.

Since that time, | have developed a strong
interest in the workings of the city and would like to

Meet Your Candidates continued...

Sue Henderson - Write-In Candidate continued...

become more involved. | would like to encourage
measured growth and economic development. |
would like to see additional development of
recreational and educational opportunities. | was
disappointed by the loss of our elementary school
and would like to explore the possibility of another
school being built in town. Above all, however, |
would like to be involved with a very responsive
and fransparent city council.

| would appreciate your consideration and
write-in vote on Tuesday, November 4th,

Emily Hudachek - Incumbent

I've lived in Hills for most of my life — everything
except the four years | spent away at college! |
graduated from UNI with a degree in business
teaching and was fortunate to begin my teaching
career at lowa City West High School, but I've
recently taken on a new adventure, working at the
University of lowa in the Division of Sponsored
Programs. | can now work from home with my
significant other and two amazing colleagues - the
dogs.

| chose to move back to Hills after college for a
variety of reasons. First and foremost, | wanted to
be close to my family and friends. | have always
raved about how wonderful it was to grow up in a
community where you can rely on your neighbors
like family. There is something incredibly special
about this community, and it only gets better year
after year.

The two agenda items I'd like to pursue in
another term as a council member are increasing
community involvement, and balancing
community needs with community interests. |
would like to encourage more residents to get
involved with events or to take advantage of the
various amenities, such as city council meetings,
Music in the Park, food trucks, the pickleball courts,
Hills Town and Country, and so much more! Also,
one of the most crucial tasks of a council member
is understanding the short- and long-term needs
and desires of the community and how to balance
that within the budget through strategic planning.
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Antelope Lending Library

Thursdays
November éth — November 20th
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
1st Street at Songbird Sanctuary Park

November is the last month for Antelope
Lending Library bookmobile stops in Hills. The
service normally goes on hiatus for the months of
December through February; the city was recently
notified that ALL received funding from the county
to allow the bookmobile to return to Hills in the
spring and fall of 2026 at no cost to the city. The
bookmobile will return in March following its hiatus.

The library is an independent, non-profit, fees-
free bookmobile library. All materials are lent on a
no-fees basis, so access is always free, no matter
what. They provide library book checkouts, games,
snacks, and a sensory-friendly activity each week.
(See November activities below.) Sign up for a FREE
library account, no identification or proof of
address required.

.11/6: Music with Donna
Work together to write a simple,

49 (v
together with local
\W) J musician Donna Janosik.

original song then play it

.11/13: Button Making
Make your own, one-

v:
Qg’

of-a-kind buttons from
damaged or discarded
books!

.11/20: Parade Balloons
Design and create parade
balloons, just like the

famous Macy’s Day Parade.

Visit Antelopelendinglibrary.org for more
information.

Towa City Public Library
Bookmobile:
Fall 2025 Schedule

Tuesdays, November 4 - December 16, 2025
2:45 pm - 3:15 pm
Atrium Village
117 S 3rd St

Hills residents are eligible for an lowa City Public
Library card. Even if the bookmobile's schedule
doesn’t work for you, or you don’t get to
downtown lowa City often, if you have tech, you
can take advantage of this perk by accessing
ICPL’s extensive digital library.

Offerings include ebooks, audiobooks,
magazines, newspapers, music, videos, and more.
Videos include films, documentaries, and skill-
building tutorials. You can even learn a new
language, with lessons available for more than 70
longuages.

For more information, or to get your library card,
visit: https://www.icpl.org/or call 319.356.5200.

City Utility Bill Payment Due Date

Per City Ordinance, 92.04(2), the combined
(water, sewer, special assessment, and trash and
recycle, if applicable) utility bill is due and payable
at the City Office by the 20" of the month. There is
Nno provision in the ordinance for either a grace
period or for an extension should the 20t fall on a
nonbusiness day.

Because we have a lockbox for payments that
is utilized after hours, in practice that means any
payments received at the City Office by 8:00 a.m.
on the first business day following the 20t are
considered timely. For example, if the 20t falls on @
Saturday (as it did in September), those payments
either already in the city’s post office box or
lockbox by 8:00 a.m. on Monday the 229 are
considered timely. Any payments received after
8:00 a.m. that day are late, and a late payment
penalty of $20.00 is assessed to the account.

continued next page
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City Utility Bill continued...

You can avoid late fees by signing up for ACH.
When you sign up for ACH, your payment is
automatically deducted from either your savings
or checking account on the 20" of the month, or
on the first business day following the 20t if the 20th
falls on a weekend or holiday. This is consistent with
non-ACH payment policy — that is, it's “fair” — as
payments are pulled from accounts before or
about 8:00 a.m. You can download a form from
our website hitps://hills-ia.org/ in “Permits, Licenses
& Forms” under the Government tab, or confact
the City Office for a form.

When you sign up for ACH, you will contfinue to
get a monthly bill to alert you to the amount to be
withdrawn; you will know your ACH is active
because “Paid at Bank” will be printed on the bill.

Open Burning

October 18 - November 16, 2025
10:00 am - 7:00 pm

Open burning continues until 7:00 pm (or dusk)
Sunday, November 16" per Fire Chief Pantel. City
Code Chapter 105.21 paragraph 2C states that
open burning of residential yard waste is permitted
within the rear portion of the residential lot in
accordance with the following:

Open burning is limited to yard waste only

e Open burning is allowed between the hours
of 10:00 am and 7:00 pm, or dusk,
whichever occurs first

e Have a water source or fire extinguisher
nearby, and never leave your fire
unattended

e All fires must be at least 25 feet from any
buildings

e Open burning is not allowed on city streets

e Open burning is not allowed on windy days

And finally,

e Open burning is only allowed during periods
designated by the Fire Chief. Those periods
occur once in the spring and once in the
fall.

Open Burning continued...

Outside of the designated open burning periods, or
anytime for residents that prefer not to burn their yard
waste, residents may dispose of yard waste in bags that
can be purchased at the City Office for $1.75 each. The
cost of the bags can be added to your city utility bill.

Alexander Elementary

Happy Fall!

Falcon Family,

We have had so many wonderful things going
on in our school, and greater school community.
Thank you to all who participated in the October
12th Run for the Schools! We had a huge Alexander
turnout in both participants and volunteers. We
hope to claim our 1st place trophy back and raise
some additional funds for our PE and Library
accounts.

Additionally, thank you to all families who
promoted Reading and helped collect
pledges/donations during our 2n4 Annual
Readathon in October. It was another successful
event, and we now have close to $5,000 exira in
our PTO balance. This money will go towards field
frips, student club equipment, yearbooks, teacher
appreciation gifts, and staff meals for full-day
events such as Parent-Teacher Conferences.

Speaking of conferences, you will be receiving
sign-up information for Fall Conferences very soon,
if you haven't already. Fall Conferences are on
November 12 and 19, We promote 100%
attendance - even if that means an in person,
phone call, zoom, or curbside conference! Your
partficipation and input are invaluable to your
child’'s educational experience.

Finally, we hope to see you at our Fall Festival
November 14thl An announcement will be posted

at the post office.
@W@%W
SRR .- Cirv CovMNTY SCHOOL DSTRCT
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Sts Mary & Joseph Catholic Churches

Our Three-Parish Cluster in Nichols, Lone Tree, Hills
Church of St Mary

201 Short St, Nichols 319-330-5324
St Mary Church

216 W Jayne S$t, Lone Tree 319-629-4225
St Joseph Church

209 Brady St, Hills 319-679-2271

Rev David O Paintsil, Parochial Administrator
email: paintsid@diodav.org

Carol Kaalberg, Pastoral Associate

email: kaalbergc@diodav.org

Nancy Waldschmidt, Director of Faith Formation
email: njwald1@gmail.com

Rev Lou Leonhardt, Retired

PO Box 454, Lone Tree, lowa 52755

Cluster Website: stsmaryjoseph.com

Saturday Mass Schedule:
St Mary Church 4:00pm

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Church of St Mary 8:00am
St Joseph Church 10:00am

Daily Mass Schedule:
(Tuesday - Friday) Atrium Village Chapel, Hills
8:00am Rosary | 8:30am Mass

Wednesday Holy Hour Eucharist Adoration
(and Confessions):
St Joseph Church 6:00pm

First Saturday Healing Mass
(Spiritual, Physical, and Emotional):
(November 1 and December 6) St Joseph Church
9:00am Confessions | 2:30am Rosary | 10:00am Mass

Advent and Christmas: A Season of Hope

As we begin Advent, the Church invites us to slow
down, pray, and prepare our hearts for Christ’s
coming. It's a season of hopeful waiting, reminding us

that even in darkness, God'’s light is near. At Christmas,

we celebrate the miracle of Jesus's birth. His birth
brings peace, joy, and salvation to the world.
Let us enter this holy season with faith, preparing

room in our hearts and homes for the coming of Chirist.

The 2025 Advent season will run from Sunday,
November 30, fo Christmas Eve, Wednesday,
December 24. Please check our website for all Mass
times and other special events.

We invite and welcome all to worship with us at any of
our services to learn more about our rich Catholic faith.

Senior Dining

There is no Senior Dining until April.

Food Pantry

Wednesdays 10:00 am — Noon
East Door, St Joseph Church, Hills
209 Brady St

The food pantry is for anyone who is food
insecure. There are no forms to complete; no
income requirements to meet; and no
appointment necessary. Just pull up to the east
door and tell the volunteers your household size.

You will receive a week's worth of food. Pre-
packed boxes containing frozen meat (chicken,
beef, or pork) plus canned vegetables and fruits,
as well as other goods, will be loaded into your car.

Atrium Village Support Group
Expands to Address Broader Needs

Atrium Village caregiver support group has
announced its rebranding to better meet the
evolving needs of residents and families facing
challenges with aging, insurance questions, and
general care concerns. The new renamed group,
Our Village, aims to provide a comprehensive
network for individuals havigating the complexities
of aging, caregiving, and healthcare.

Originally focused on supporting those who
care for aging relatives, the group has recognized
the growing demand for a broader, more inclusive
approach. Our Village will now offer resources and
guidance not only for caregivers, but also for
seniors and families struggling with issues like
insurance confusion, aging-related health
questions, and emotional support. Please join us
the first Monday of each month at 3:00 pm in the
Atrium Villoge Conference Room. Questions can
be directed to Activity Director Paula Kurt,
paulak@atriumvillagehills.com or 319.679.2224.
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ATRIUM VILLAGE SALUTES ALL WHO HAVE SERVED

PUBLIC WELCOME.
WE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGE VETERANS TO
JOIN US, AS WE OFFER OUR APPRECIATION
FOR THEIR SERVICE.

ATRIUM VILLAGE
117 S.3RD ST., HILLS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH, 2025
10AM, MAIN DINING ROOM

ANY QUESTIONS CALL PAULA AT 319-679-2224

c’ R J‘llllh;lllilll:uw o &i“r i “:;:i‘:kzl\
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ATRIUM VI LLAGE
VACANCIES

Independent Living Apariment
Waitlist Available

Care Center
Semi-Private Female Room
Semi-Private Male Room
Private Suite

To learn more, call or visit:
319.679.2224
Website: AtriumVillagesHills.com
Facebook: (Atrium Village Hills)
In-person: 117 S 3 Street Hills, lowa

ATRIUM VILLAGE simssegsinn

UPCOMING EVENTS
(YondovNovembrs. QYR YILLAGE )
pm
Support Group
Togo Y ovempert VETERAN'S DAY PROGRAM
Featuring: Lone Tree Legion
Tuesday, November 11 BIBLE STUDY
6:30
Lead by St. Joseph’s Church group
1000 November18 THANKSGIVING WORSHIP
Pastor Oty & SCUMC Worship Band
Tuesday, November 25 BI BI.E STUI]Y
6:30
Lead by St. Joseph's Church group
rsu‘:lggday, December 1 [IUR V".I.A[;E
Support Group
T0m0" ooembere NOV & DEC RESIDENT BIRTHDAY
PARTY Music by Lyle Beaver
Too Y Decembers CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Pastor Oly & SCUMC Worship Band
‘g%%sday, December9 BI BI.E STUDY
Lead by $t. Joseph’s Church group
105 ay. December18 RESIDENT CHRISTMAS PARTY
Music by The Hamm Family and a visit by
Santa & Mrs. Claus
Toe Y January13 ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
L Tohonor those we've loved & lost in 2025

Appreciations
Mums

Thank you to Absolute Outdoor Services/
Monarch Nursery and Gardens for the beautiful
mums.

Playgrounds

Big thanks to Ken Becker, Dave and Kathy
Septer, and our own Matt Pantel and Jim
Malmberg for getting the mulch in at Fire Station
and city parks. We, and the kids, appreciate youl!


http://www.atriumvillageshills.com/
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Sharon Center
United Methodist Church

2804 520t St SW, Kalona
319-683-2564

Rev Olympia Muller, Pastor

Email: olymarmuller@gmail.com
Misty Christner, Secretary

Email: sharoncenterumc@gmail.com

Website: sharoncenterumc.wordpress.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Sharon-Center-
UMC-631969050162157/

Sunday Service Schedule

First Sunday of the Month:
9:00 am Combined Service

10:00 am Adult and Youth Sunday School

All Other Sundays of the Month:
8:30 am Casual Worship Service with Praise Band
9:30 am Adult and Youth Sunday School

10:30 am Traditional Worship Service

Upcoming Events - Please Join Us!

Election Day
Tuesday, November 4, 2025
7:00am-8:00pm - Fellowship Hall

Game Night
2rd Wednesdays (November 12 and December 10)
6:00pm-8:00pm - Fellowship Hall
Bring a dish to share, dinnerware, and a game,
deck of cards, or a puzzle.

Women’s Salad Supper
Monday, November 17, 2025
6:00pm - Fellowship Hall

Followed by entertainment by Paul Robers and
Friends. No charge.

Membership Refresh
Last Mondays (November 24 and December 29)
6:30pm

One Day Bible School/Parents Day Out
Saturday, December 6, 2025
9:00am-3:00pm

Great Bluegrass Herons and Friends

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 14, 2025 - Time TBD

Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - Time TBD

Yoga in the Community Center

Wednesdays, November 12 and December 3
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Hills Community Center
110 Main St

Join Megan Palmer, certified yoga instructor
and former Hills resident, for FREE yoga classes in
the Hills Community Center on Wednesday,
November 12th and December 3 at 7:00 pm.

Come join in the camaraderie and have some
stretchy fun while you improve your physical and
mental health. No worries if you're new to yoga -
Megan provides alternative poses for beginners
and those with physical limitations.

Participants must bring their own yoga mat.

r—-—-———

Take advantage of this fantastic offer to prepare your vehicle for the colder months ahead!
With this coupon, you can enjoy $10.00 off your next oil change, ensuring your engine runs
smoothly and efficiently. Plus, the deal includes a complimentary winter inspection, providing
you with peace of mind as the winter season approaches. Our Shop will check essential

l components like your battery, tires, brakes, and heating system to ensure your vehicle is '
ready to tackle any winter challenges. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to save money and
keep your car in top condition. Visit us today and drive into winter with confidence!

l Our Shop 5285 Oakcrest Hill RD SE SUITE 19 Hills, 1A 52235
19-679-4582 0 FACEBOOK.COM/OURSHOPHILLSIOWA

1
I
I

COUPON EXPIRES 11/27/2025
- - O -_— — - -

Campground at Hills Access
County Park Closed for the Season

Johnson County has noftified the city that the
campground at Hills Access is closed for the
season. However, the boat ramp s still accessible.

Wishing you and yours
a happy and healthy

holiday season!
— Adriane, Matt, and Tam
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HILLS
FIRE - RESCUE

Est. 1906
IOWA

Must be 18 years of age
and live or work full-
time within the fire

department districl.

o o

Applications avaliable by
email, in-person, or at

Hills city office.

(o} o}
CONTACT US AT

HILLSFIREDEPT@GMAIL.COM

COUNCIL MEMBERS MAYOR
EMILY HUDACHEK CITY OF HILLS TiM KEMP
CATHY KNEBEL 201 N 1sTST/ P O BOX 345 CITY ADMINISTRATOR
MICHELLE RUMMELHART HILLS, IowA 52235-0345 ADRIANE SEDLACEK
TERESA VOLK PHONE 319-679-3197 DEPUTY CLERK
JACKSON WILLETTE WWW.HILLSA.ORG TAMARA FREMBGEN KESNER

The City Office is open from 9am — 4pm, Monday through Friday, except holidays.
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