
 
 
 

Hills City Council Meeting 
June 9, 2025 / 7:00 PM / Hills Community Center 

 
The regular Hills City Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Kemp at 7:00 PM on Monday, June 9, 2025, at the 
Hills Community Center.  
 Present: Council Members: Hudachek, Knebel, Rummelhart, and Willette. Absent: Volk. Also present: Kemp, 
Mayor; and Frembgen Kesner, Deputy City Clerk.  

Consent Agenda: Knebel motioned to approve consent agenda (agenda, minutes from May 27th meeting, 
scheduled list of claims, receipts from May 23–June 5, treasurer’s report, and budget report) and Rummelhart seconded. 
Ayes: 4. Motion carried.  
 Public Comment: D. Strabala expressed concern with speeding on Main Street. H. Walker expressed similar 
concerns with side streets and questioned when/if “Children at Play” signs would be installed. Mayor responded that 
deputies have indicated they can set up a speed trailer on Main Street, and that the city was in the process of ordering 
Child at Play and other signs. Sheriff B. Kunkel added that Main Street and side street speeding differed in that side street 
speeding was usually done by residents. He suggested a social media/newsletter campaign reminding residents to slow 
down on side streets.  
 Business: The following county elected officials presented to the council:  

Scott Finlayson, County Treasurer, described the Iowa Tax and Tag website, allowing residents to skip the lines 
and pay online.  

Julie Persons, County Auditor, stated election information for the November election had been mailed out to cities 
recently, and that a property tax reform bill had been delayed, pushing property tax changes out another year.  

R. Zimmermann Smith, County Attorney, stated her department’s responsibilities were not limited to public safety 
via prosecution of offenders, but also to holding the local government accountable.  

B. Kunkel, County Sheriff, stated the county jail is literally falling apart and needs to be replaced, and that a 
survey regarding this has been sent out. He urged anyone receiving the survey to please complete it. He also said the 
county and city of Iowa City were exploring whether combining jails would be more cost-effective than each department 
building its own facility.  

Knebl motioned to approve Resolution 2025-18 approving Setting Salaries or Wages for Employees for Fiscal 
Year 2025-2026 Beginning July 1, 2025, and Rummelhart seconded. Roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Knebel, Rummelhart, 
Hudachek, Willette. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

Rummelhart motioned to approve Resolution 2025-19 Authorizing the Transfer of Funds for the Fiscal Year 2024-
2025 and Hudachek seconded. Roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Rummelhart, Hudachek, Knebl, Willette. Nays: None. 
Motion carried.  

Hudachek asked when, if Resolution 2025-20 was approved, the installation of the new pickleball courts would 
begin, whether any grants had been found to help pay for them, and whether a community interest survey had been 
conducted. Kemp responded that installation would begin in approximately 5 weeks, and that no formal interest survey 
had been undertaken, but conversations with residents were pro-pickleball; also, the courts would provide recreation 
opportunities for teenagers and adults, which the city currently lacks. Frembgen Kesner responded that she had not found 
any grants to apply to. Willette stated that he could ask Aureon and Sharon Telephone whether they would have interest 
in assisting with the costs of installation.  

Knebel motioned to approve Resolution 2025-20 approving Quote from Courts Fore Sports for Pickleball Courts 
at Hills City Park and Willette seconded. Roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Knebl, Willette, Hudachek, Rummelhart. Nays: 
None. Motion carried.  

G. Emmons presented a request to the council to hold a 4th of July block party from 4:00 – 9:00 pm on the 200 
block of Old Oak Ridge, specifically asking approval for that section of the street to be blocked off for the duration. Kemp 
asked Kunkel for his input. When Emmons suggested using cones, Kunkel suggested that more substantial barricades be 
used, and that the city council approve the request via resolution at its next meeting. Kunkel also suggested that Emmons 
supply the council with a diagram prior to its next meeting. Action by the council was deferred until the next meeting. 
 Reports: Mayor: No report. Also stated he had spoken to M. Pantel and had nothing to report for either 
Maintenance or Fire Department.  
 Attorney: No report.  
 City Administrator (Deputy City Clerk): Reported that a Notice of Use Restriction had been submitted to the 
County Recorder’s office and recorded, and that the city then received the final 10% ($5,000) of the REAP grant for 
Songbird Sanctuary Park. The Use Restriction requires that the park be used as such for 25 years.  
 Water: No report.  
 Sewer: No report.  
 Council Comments: Knebl mentioned properties with unkept yards that she would like the city to follow up on. 
Also would like (another) reminder put in the newsletter regarding not blowing grass clippings into the street and 
wondered whether the city was going to supply pictures for publication in Cityscape, a publication of the Iowa League of 



Cities. Hudachek requested parking reminders be included in the newsletter and wondered when the pancake sign would 
be taken down. (After Pantel returns next week.) 

Rummelhart motioned to adjourn the meeting and Hudachek seconded. Ayes: 4. Motion carried.  
 
Adjourned at 7:39 PM  
  
 
  
Tim Kemp, Mayor  

ATTEST:  
            Tamara Frembgen Kesner, Deputy City Clerk  


